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SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a field hearing has been scheduled
before the Subcommittee on Water and
Power of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
August 7, at 10:00 a.m. in the Judicial
Room of the Best Western Doublewood
Inn, 1400 East Interchange Avenue, Bis-
marck, North Dakota, 58501.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony from PMAs, I0Us and
Electric Cooperatives on electric trans-
mission infrastructure and investment
needs.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Sub-
committee on Water and Power, Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, 312
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510, ATTN: Leon Lowery.

For further information, please con-
tact Leon Lowery at 202/224-2209 or
Jonathan Black at 202/224-6722.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FINANCING

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Friday, August 3, 2001 to hear testi-
mony on ‘‘The Andean Trade Pref-
erences Act, which is due to expire on
December 4, of this year.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Friday, August 3, 2001 at 9:30
a.m. to hold a nomination hearing.

Nonimees: Mr. dJ. Richard
Blankenship, of Florida, to be Ambas-
sador to the Commonwealth of the
Behamas; Mr. Hans H. Hertell, of Puer-
to Rico, to be Ambassador to the Do-
minican Repulic; and Mr. Martin J. Sil-
verstein, of Pennsylvania, to be Am-
bassador to the Oriental Republic of
Uruguay.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that my agri-
cultural legislative fellow, Hiram
Larew, be granted the privilege of the
Senate floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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DEPARTMENTS OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2002

On August 2, 2001, the Senate amend-
ed and passed H.R. 2620, as follows:

Resolved, That the bill from the House of
Representatives (H.R. 2620) entitled ‘““‘An Act
making appropriations for the Departments
of Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban
Development, and for sundry independent
agencies, boards, commissions, corporations,
and offices for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002, and for other purposes.”, do
pass with the following amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

That the following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, for the Departments of Veteran Af-
fairs and Housing and Urban Development, and
for sundry independent agencies, boards, com-
missions, corporations, and offices for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2002, and for other
purposes, namely:

TITLE [—-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation benefits to
or on behalf of veterans and a pilot program for
disability examinations as authorized by law (38
U.S.C. 107, chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 53, 55, and
61); pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authoriced by law (38 U.S.C. chapters 15, 51,
53, 55, and 61; 92 Stat. 2508); and burial benefits,
emergency and other officers’ retirement pay,
adjusted-service credits and certificates, pay-
ment of premiums due on commercial life insur-
ance policies guaranteed under the provisions of
Article IV of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Re-
lief Act of 1940, as amended, and for other bene-
fits as authorized by law (38 U.S.C. 107, 1312,
1977, and 2106, chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61; 50
U.S.C. App. 540-548; 43 Stat. 122, 123; 45 Stat.
735, 76 Stat. 1198), $24,944,288,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That not to
exceed 317,940,000 of the amount appropriated
shall be reimbursed to ‘‘General operating ex-
penses’”’ and ‘‘Medical care’’ for mecessary ex-
penses in implementing those provisions author-
ized in the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act
of 1990, and in the Veterans’ Benefits Act of
1992 (38 U.S.C. chapters 51, 53, and 55), the
funding source for which is specifically provided
as the ‘“‘Compensation and pensions’ appropria-
tion: Provided further, That such sums as may
be earned on an actual qualifying patient basis,
shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical facilities revolv-
ing fund’’ to augment the funding of individual
medical facilities for nursing home care provided
to pensioners as authorized.

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS

For the payment of readjustment and rehabili-
tation benefits to or on behalf of veterans as au-
thorized by 38 U.S.C. chapters 21, 30, 31, 34, 35,
36, 39, 51, 53, 55, and 61, $2,135,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, That
expenses for rehabilitation program services and
assistance which the Secretary is authorized to
provide under section 3104(a) of title 38, United
States Code, other than under subsection (a)(1),
(2), (5) and (11) of that section, shall be charged
to the account: Provided further, That funds
shall be available to pay any court order, court
award or any compromise settlement arising
from litigation involving the vocational training
program authoriced by section 18 of Public Law
98-77, as amended.

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES

For military and naval insurance, national
service life insurance, servicemen’s indemnities,
service-disabled veterans insurance, and vet-
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erans mortgage life insurance as authorized by
38 U.S.C. chapter 19; 70 Stat. 887; 72 Stat. 487,
$26,200,000, to remain available until expended.
VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND
PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans,
such sums as may be necessary to carry out the
program, as authorized by 38 U.S.C. chapter 37,
as amended: Provided, That such costs, includ-
ing the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as
defined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, as amended: Provided fur-
ther, That during fiscal year 2002, within the re-
sources available, not to exceed $300,000 in gross
obligations for direct loans are authorized for
specially adapted housing loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan pro-
grams, $164,497,000, which may be transferred to
and merged with the appropriation for ‘“‘General
operating expenses’’.

EDUCATION LOAN FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the cost of direct loans, $1,000, as author-
ized by 38 U.S.C. 3698, as amended: Provided,
That such costs, including the cost of modifying
such loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as amend-
ed: Provided further, That these funds are
available to subsidize gross obligations for the
principal amount of direct loans not to exceed
$3,400.

In addition, for administrative exrpenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct loan program,
$64,000, which may be transferred to and merged
with the appropriation for ‘‘General operating
erpenses’’.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM

ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the cost of direct loans, $72,000, as au-
thorized by 38 U.S.C. chapter 31, as amended:
Provided, That such costs, including the cost of
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974,
as amended: Provided further, That these funds
are available to subsidize gross obligations for
the principal amount of direct loans not to ex-
ceed $3,301,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct loan program,
$274,000, which may be transferred to and
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘General op-
erating expenses’’.

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN
PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For administrative expenses to carry out the
direct loan program authoriced by 38 U.S.C.
chapter 37, subchapter V, as amended, 3544,000,
which may be transferred to and merged with
the appropriation for ‘“‘General operating ex-
penses’’.

GUARANTEED TRANSITIONAL HOUSING LOANS FOR
HOMELESS VETERANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Not to exceed $750,000 of the amounts appro-
priated by this Act for ‘“‘General operating ex-
penses’ and ‘‘Medical care’” may be expended
for the administrative expenses to carry out the
guaranteed loan program authorized by 38
U.S.C. chapter 37, subchapter VI.

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL CARE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For mnecessary expenses for the maintenance
and operation of hospitals, nursing homes, and
domiciliary facilities; for furnishing, as author-
iced by law, inpatient and outpatient care and
treatment to beneficiaries of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, including care and treatment
in facilities not under the jurisdiction of the de-
partment; and furnishing recreational facilities,
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